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STATISTICAL SUMMARY FY 1952 


During the year ended 30 June 1952, the Armed Forces 
Medical Library: 


ACQUIRED 13,000 books, 81,000 serial pieces (two-thirds 
by exchange), and 2,300 new serial titles, for a 
total of some 10,000 titles now in the current ser- 
ial record, 


SEARCHED over 22,000 prospects for adding to the col- 
lection; of these the Library proved to have over 
one-third already in hand. 


EXCHANGED about 285,000 pieces of literature, of which 
a little less than half was outgoing. 


CATALOGED 21,000 titles, a little better than half be- 
ing recataloged works. 


FILED 174,000 cards in our catalogs. 


BOUND 18,000 volumes, most of which were sent to the 
bindery during the last quarter, and many of which 
have not yet returned at this writing. 


ADDED 3,000 pictures to the Art Collection. 


CIRCULATED 172,000 volumes, of which 33,000 were bor- 
rowed by other libraries (80% to governmental 
libraries). This is an increase of 20% over the 
work-load of the previous year. 


ANSWERED over 11,000 reference questions. 

COMPILED over 400 bibliographies of some length. 

RECEIVED 88,000 orders for photoduplication services, 
in response to which 2,000,000 pages were photo- 


graphed, This is an increase of 40% over the work- 
load of the previous year. 





Printing cost borne by the FRIENDS of the Armed Forces Medical Library. 
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PURCHASED 800 old and rare items for the History of 
Medicine Division, 


INDEXED 96,000 articles (from 1,350 journal titles) 
for the Current List. 





PUBLISHED the Current List (circulation 4,500) each 
month; the annual Catalog, with subject as well as 
author arrangement; e special bibliography on 
Plasma Substitutes; and made progress on the last 
regular volume of the Index-Catalogue (which will 
include Military Medicine as the major topic.) 








SPENT $1,315,000 on all operations, including 
-- $958,000 for salaries 
-- 38,000 for printing 
-- 105,000 for binding 
=~ 63,000 for purchasing books and journals 
-- 33,000 for supplies 
-- 15,000 for photoduplication supplies 


COLLECTED $20,000 for photoduplication services ren- 
dered to non-military agencies and individuals. 


EMPLOYED an average work-force of 229 persons during 
the year. 


EXHIBIT 


The December Exhibit of the Month, on the second floor 
of the AFML building, was prepared by Dr. William Jerome 
Wilson, Chief of the History of Medicine Division. It is 
designed to honor George Sarton, whose resignation as 
editor of Isis, official organ of the History of Science 
Society, will be effective at the end of 1952. Through this 
periodical, and through his monumental Introduction to the 
History of Science, together with his Harvard lectures in 
this field” which are just beginning to be published, 
Dr. Sarton has exercised a world-wide influence on the 
development of his chosen discipline. The exhibit, while 
stressing the massive scholarly contribution of its subject, 
should also provide significant glimpses of a vivid person- 
ality and a colorful career. 


The History of Science Society will meet in Washington 
on Sunday, 28 December, holding an afternoon session in 
Library Hall, followed by a dinner that evening at the 
Mayflower Hotel in honor of Dr. Sarton. 
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COMMITTEE ON SCOPE 


The Committee on Scope and Coverage, for many months 
in a state of suspended animation, has been reconstituted 
as follows: Mr. Samuel Lazerow (Chairman), Miss Estelle 
Brodman, Miss Eleanor R. Hasting, Dr. William Jerome Wilson, 
Mr. Robert B. Austin, and Mr. Leslie K, Falk. 

The Committee has been directed to review Library 
Order No. 3 (February, 1951), the present statement of the 


| Library's policy on scope and coverage, and to revise it in 
| a form suitable for issuance as a part of the Library Manual. 


The Committee will also gather together the loose ends of 


| previous business and activities, and recommend future 
objectives. 


An interesting coincidence is that at this juncture we 


| have just received a summary report of a meeting of the 


Medical Section of the Library Association held at the Royal 
College of Physicians of England on 31 October 1952. At this 
meeting Mr. William Le Fanu discussed this Library's pol- 
icy on scope and coverage, and generally puts forth the view 
that our statement of policy "offers not only a new approach 
to the principles behind book-selection, but a means of 
solving a whole group of preblems" in medical librarianship. 
Some of the participants in the discussion which followed 
were not so generous in their estimates, feeling that the 
statement of policy was "an elaboration of the obvious - 
Billings had summed up the whole thing in ten lines." 

In his remarks Mr. Le Fanu mentioned the fact that he 
recalled one eminent surgeon who could not understand why 
his medical library would not buy books about dinosaurs, 
We know this breed; we also know some eminent dinosaurs who 
cannot understand why we do not have a particular book 
on surgery. Between these extremes the lot of the medical 
librarian is occasionally not a happy one, but no one can 
Say with conviction that it ever lacks for interest. 


VISITORS 


A Japanese medical mission visited the Library last 
month, Its members were Dr. Yoshio Kusama, Dean and Profes- 
sor of Preventive Medicine, Keio University; Dr. Nobutaka 
Yoshimatsu, President, Nara Medical College, and Professor 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Osaka University School of 
Medicine; Dr. Yoshisato Hiki, Dean and Professor of Medi- 
cine, Nihon University; Dr. Toshio Kurokawa, Dean and Pro- 
fessor of Medicine, Tohoku University; Dr. Einosuke Nakayama, 
Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Niigata University 
School of Medicine, and Director of University Hospital;and 
Dr, Tadao Toda, Dean, Kyushu University School of Medicine. 
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CREDIT UNION 


The AFML Federal Credit Union recently has been fo 
and now has received its charter, The founding members 
selected a slate of officers which will be placed bef 
the general membership at an organization meeting 
this month, The proposed officers are: Bs 
Supervisory Committee 

Mr. Joseph Tucker, Mrs. Gertrude M. Butler, 
Mr. Joseph B. Runey. 
Board of Directors i 
Mr. Harold F. Koehler, Miss Eleanor R. Hasting, ° 
Mrs. Geneva T. Greene, Mrs. Aldine D. Mudd, & 
Mr. Allan H. Wagner. } 
ag 
Credit Committee . 
Mrs. Ruth H. Manning, Mr. Raymond H., Eckenbach, ” 
Mrs. Martha S. Dietrich. 4 
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Recently the History of Medicine Division in Cleveland 
received a telephone call from a southern university re 
questing two books on interlibrary loan, to be sent by aif 
parcel post. The books were on their way the same afte 
and, as requested, a telegram so stating was dispatched) 
Within a few days a letter was received, of the following 
tenor. 5 
| 
"You may already have seen our form letter acknowledg 
receipt of an interlibrary loan but I would like to 
my personal thanks for your marvelous cooperation. Eves 
your telephone voice was reassuring and the telegram that 
you were kind enough to send was the final courtesy. # 
you probably gathered from my conversation, Dr. .... wa 
one stage from hysteria - not that I blame him because} 
would have felt the same way if I had been trying to wriff 
a major thesis. Both of us are very grateful to you." 
a | 


Commenting on the incident, the Division's mon 
report has this to say: "This seems to open up a new oan 
of library service - dispensing psychological sunshine, @ 
the maintenance of the proper shelf-side manner." # 
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